
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

WWW.USptO.gQV 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCtCET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/734,949 



12/12/2000 



7590 04/07/2004 

marek alboszta 

LUMEN 

45 CABOT AVENUE 
SUITE 110 

SANTA CLARA, CA 95051 



Christopher Jacques Penrose Barton 



SHZ-106 



3435 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, CUONG H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3625 



DATE MAILED: 04/07/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



* 

Office Action Summarv 


Application No. 

09/734,949 


Applicant(s) 

BARTON ET AL 


Examin r 

CUONG H. NGUYEN 


Art Unit 

3625 


uu 



•• Th MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cover she t with the correspond nee address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 May 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-75 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) M Claim(s) 7-75 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the IDS received on 5/27/2003; which 
papers have been placed of record. 

2. Claims 1-75 are pending in this application. 

Drawings 

3. This application has been filed with 2 sheets of informal drawings, and 
they are accepted for examining purposes. 

Election/Restrictions 

4. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 
121: 

I. Claims 1-40, 54-57, are drawn to a method for interacting with a user 
about any environment - e.g., an automatic check-out cashier in a supermarket 
(US classification 705/16). 

II. Claims 41 -45, 65-68, are drawn to a method for interacting with a user for 
voice pattern recognition (US classification 704/231). 

III. Claims 49-53, 68-69 are drawn to a computer readable memory or a 
method for finding suitable employers, storing instructions for controlling a 
computer system (US classification 705/7). 

IV. Claims 46-48, 70-75 are drawn to a computerized-recording 
system/apparatus having a processor to identify a sample - e.g., a wireless- 
portable weather station to detect a sample of temperature/humidity/outside 
conditions (US classification 702/3). 
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V. Claims 58-62 are drawn to a radio/video-telecommunication method to 
remote sensing an audio/video sample - e.g. turning on a device from work to 
hear/see noises/images from home (US classification 455/410). 

VI. Claims 63-64 are drawn to a method for paying bills (US classification 
705/40). 

5. The above inventions are distinct, each from the other because inventions 
I, II, III, IV, V, and VI contain different inventions as defined by different US 
classifications (inventions are different due to different modes of operation, or 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP 806.04, MPEP 808.01)). 

The invention of Group III is of such a breadth that it may be directed to 
any non-specific use for any purpose. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and 
have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent 
subject matters, (i.e., the search required for Group VI may not required for 
Group l-IV), restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicants are advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete 
must include an election of the invention to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose number is 
703-305-4553. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's acting supervisor, JEFFREY A. SMITH can be reached on 703-308- 
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* 3588. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-746-5572. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-308-1113. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or 
new claim in an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim 
language that is introduced in an amended or new claim may be considered as 
new matter, especially if the Application is a Jumbo Application. 

CUONG H. NGUYEN 
G<*e*$£*$*ytf* Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 3625 
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